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Air Action on the Don

Force Action in the December Operation on the middle Don
December attack on the middle Jon bj the ground trocps of the

~Western Front and of the left f£lank of the Voronezh front

supported in the air by the 17th. and 2nd. iir Armfes. The 17th.

crmy was detaiied to support the lst. and 3rd. duards and the S5tha.

43k armies while the 2nd. -ir 4rmy supported the 6th. army of tae

ironezh front,
On account of the intensive combat of the period preceding

e vecember operaticn, the 2nd, and 17th. air Armies had in their

¢ ablishment only a Small number of poorly ecuipped air units and

CLrmations. The 2nd. iir Army was composed of only three air divig~

(the 205th Fighter Division, the 227th. iyound ittack Jivisicn,

FoiE]

A8
s the 2038th. Night Homber Division,) with a small number of airs¥.’
Particularly weak was the 205th, Fighter Divisiom, whick ad
- 29 aireraft. Such a small number of aircraft was unable ¢
+ride neither the necessary alv cover to the ground troops now
suppcst 50 the ground attack asircraft., Fox this rezsan
#ighter Regimept (27-Yak-1 aircraft) was att ached o %0
avwy from the recently formed 3rd. fiixed Air Corps.
The 17th. Air irmy had on its establishment the lst. (dxed air
~wps, the 282nd. Fighter Division with two attached ground

the 221st. Bomber Division, and the 262nd. Night Bomtsv

Trnents
wAth a total of 302 aircraft., With the pwrpcese of streagts

three

Leizion,

“ing the 17th. Air Army. vhich was to support an attack by
mies, the 3rd. ¥ixed Air Corps was placed under its command. The

site of the Corps were formed, but by the beginning of the opsratlc’

=2 just beginning to concentrate on the designated airfieics,

12V ver

only the ground attack and not all of the Bomber Divisions. The

o

- shter Division (82 aircraft) and parts of the Bomders (14 alrcraii

completed their concentration on the 3rd. and Ath. day of the

e

ALY
saration. .
Thanks to reinforcements the air armies had on the 16th. of
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jz2cember the following number gf;airqr

X o “ ii:jiéﬂgﬁfﬂ .
ice.nf Alr Army FPighter Bomber Recce
Attack Day Night

170
49

166 219 87 137 63z,
Despite the good work which had been done in the air units to
“onalr damaged aircraft in the preparatory peried of the operation
Jtvom the 3rd. to the 15th, of December), a large number (144} of
nazed ones still remained. The number of unserviceabls a'reralt
particvliarly khigh in the fighter planss (32%) and in th. ground
weook {259}, It is obvious that the number of planes to suppw ar
.acl by four armies over a 400 km front was clearly insuffic.cnt.
The /ith. German Air Army which, at the beginning of Lhe op.v-
i, was stationed opposgsite the South-Western, Dom and Stalingzidy
mie, had about 1000 aircraft. The 8th. air Corps of that air o
s rperating in the sector of the South~Bestern and Voronezh Froniy
w03 compesed of 27 bomber s:.uadrons (in Millercovo), 76 boste.
iorons (in Tatsinsk and liorozovsk), 1 scuadron of diwe bomier.
craozovsk), 1 fighter scuadron, and several detachments of
.z reconnaisance airvcraft. In addition, it has to be aoted.
~rarel) grceups of the 77th. and 55th,. bomber scuadrons fliew over
s otovar sectors of the front,
it the start of the operation the enemy alreraft was disposzsd
i21lows: Bombers ~ at iillerovo 80 to 100 He 11llts, &t Tatsiask
o 100 Tu 88's, forogovsk 90 to 100 Yu 87's; Fighters -~ in orc-
+72+ ,@harnishkovsk and Bokovsk 70 to 90 Me 109's and .1el110%'s; Re-
.simsisance - Shalayevsk and skosyrsikaya 50 to 60 FV189's and
In the forward airfields of Cravsikiy, : ashary, Kikolayev, Fedow-
~-aily. svkl.Svetoch, Verkhnly zZaksey, the enemy periodically stat~
sact 10 to 15 se 109's and e 110's. '

e , ‘
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The total number of enemy sireraft based opposite the South~

~ont was between 450 and 500, of these 250 to 300 were
150 to 160 fighters, 50 to 60 artillery fire directiom,

transport planess

¢ is important to nocte that in connection with the difficulte

ssision of the enemy’s 6th; Army at 3talingrad a considerable por-

zn of its aircraft was stationed in the egirfields of “Tatsinsk and
rozovsk, that is, on the left flenk of the South ~Westerm rTont.
= dispoeition gave the eneny the opportwity to manoeuvre Gk
sactor of the front by using the same gup\ly faeilities, but av
same time gave our aviation the opportunity to operazte against
s4v airfields.
Thus, at the keﬁinning of thes operation, the following were the'
.mparative strength figures in aircraft (Table 2

types of aireraft  L7the and 2nd.
Air Armies

66 -
219
Bombers 224

Reconnaisance 23

Total 632 L5C
is nan be seen from ‘able 2 the opposing forces were about voud
superiority of our air force in bombers and ground atisck
2raft can be explcined dY the inclusion in the punber of bhowier

2 arommd - Rhack aireraft of U-2 night bombers {(over 100). Dur.r:

-, course of the operation, when the 3rd. Mixed Air Corps had con-
rated on the airfields of the 17th. Air Army, e had a superior-
+ of one ond a half in fighters.

T¢ has to be taken into account that already vefore the start
:he operation the enemy had begun "t use his bombers to Lranspart

~mupition and ratioms ©o the troops encircled in stalingrad as well
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to the oiel'nikovsk sroup and fhét he therefore was unsble to
iyert his afivetrsngth from the soutg ?S%h %ﬁ#he was waiting for
. more favorable strength ratio. This was fully borne out during
ie battle. Of the total number of aircraft of the 4th. air ¥Flest
~iported opposite the South -Western Front and the Voronezh Front,
ite enemy never used more than aboﬁt 35% in the period from the
the 31lst. of December, 1942, It follows that in the area
ivanee no more than 350 =450 enemy aircraft operated.
Thue, the actual relationship of air strength during the cour:s
‘i the operation was 1l:1.5 in our favor.
The following assignments had been given to the conmmanders of
¢ nir armies:
- prior to the start of the operatiom : to cover the main Tor e
"~ aur troops in the departure position; to destroy enemy aireraft o
<o airfields, as well as their headquarters, reserves znd troons
sving up to the front lime; by night action to exhaust the eneny L:
o “orward defended area particilarly in the sectors of the isi,
¢i. Guards .rmies.
- ai, the bezinning of the oreration: to cooperate with the
“sund troops of all attacking ormies in the breakthrough of ths
» wig cefended area and during the action in the depth of the
onded areae.
~ in support of the mobile forces introduced into the brea:-
rongh: to provide air c0ver>and to cooperate in the exploit-tinz
i ©ha breakthrough.
In order to fu.fil these assignments and in order to achieve
'.s5e cooperapign between air and ground troops on the field of
the air army commanders detailled a large proportion of
~eir air units in direct support of the ground units, Thus, in
1= 17th. Air Army, the 3rd, .ixed Air Corps was to operate in the
sextor of the 1st. Guards Army; the 1st. idixed Air Corps in the
sestor of the 3rd. Guards army, and the 282 Fighter Division in ths

rsa of the 5th. Tank Army. In the 2nd. alr Army the 205th. rlghter:

"i3A DISSEMINATION FORM FOR INTELLIGENCE TRANSLATION
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=3 the 227th. Uround ittack Divisions were detailed to support the

“toek by the 6th. Ty
Three sir divisions rezained uncer direct controil of the com~

:er of the air armies, {(the 221st. Bomber, the 262nd. and the

Night Bomber Divisions), and they were given the following

. the 221st. Bomber Jivision {of the 17th. sir Army; was Lo
battle with the enmemy air force on thé airfields, ‘vatsinsk,
spmovsh, dllerovo. and @flubokaya; o disrurt the transportation
troops on the railway lines Millerovo. -~ Likvava - Morozovski; ©o
stroy enemy Lrocps withdrewing from the front of the 3rd. Guards

2 t+h., Tank Armies, as well as to prevent the mewement of reserves

5o whe aves Tatslusk - Norosovske _
wohe 262pd. Nignt Somber Division (of the 17th. air Army) wase
- wizht activivy to demoralize the troo»s in the dircction of the

scle of the 1st. and 3rd. Guards Armics and to destror enemy air-

-7t o their airfieclds.
. the 208th. Nizht Bomber Division {3f the 2nd. Air A=my) wvas
iiaTupt vhe enemy®s transportation aleng the reilway linc Roesosiv:
somtenirovka and to destroy cnemy aireraft on the airflelds dvso-

o and Urazovoe
Thus the planaed utilization of tre majority of the arvailable

;- {arces foresaw +he distribution of the air force in four main

s ansions and over & fromt extending over 400 km. It is to e noter_"::
.26 the distribution of ajrcraft ir the four main direction: wa

usihly ecual. The 205th, and 227th. Ground attack Divisiogs (o the!
ircraft, The jrc.:

Air Army), supporting the 6th. Arr.iy,(had 115 a

(im

i::ed Air Corps, supporting the 1st. Cuards Army, had, at the be-

inning of the operation 127 planes; the lst +i3xed Air Corpi, oper-.

in the area of the 3rd. Guar<.s Army, had 151 and the 282 3.
Tank Army, had 46 aircrafi.

“ishter Division, supporting the 5tn.

Ongsattention is drawn to the weakness »f the air support of
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7e lst. Guards Airmy which was £o operate inlone of -the more imporit-

% directioms. This can be explained by thekf;ct that the more or
s69 well-ecuipped {215 aireraft) 3rd, Idxed Air Corps, which n2d ﬁ
Jetailed to its suyporﬁ, was unable to concentrate its fig
the alrfields, It is obvious that the abggce of the fighters of
‘5 drd. Hixed Air Corps, during the initial stages of the operw
t <nly made the provision of air cover for the ground troops ia-
. but also msde the task of the ground éttack and bomber
erafs more difficult, 411 of the cover of the ground attack aaG
bores of the 3rd. .iixed Air Corps, was provided by one fighter
ont which had been reasszgnad from the lst. ‘dxed Aix Corps T«
»d. . lxred Air Corps, and which consisted of 14 Yak-7 aircraft.
waere just as insufficlent.
It ie understandable that since the commander of the 17¢
43¢ not have enough aircraft to support prop
~na direction, that he stationed his aireraft in such 2z manuer
nis aireraft could not only wage battle in the arsa of the
%5 vihich they had been assigned but also could operste im %he
‘ye of the neighboring all arms formations.
The phan of disposition of the zireraft was work > with
s of swationing the aircraft close to the ground units which
~erm to 3upport so that they could be dispatched to the crit-

sestors of the front from many directions, Under the cxisting

itions,

.+ or radio conmection with the air formatioms, as well-as with
. “imited air service units vhich vere available (1 airfield ser-
¢ baStelion) bhis was extreusly diffieult. The main difficuliles

:nnnoetion with the location of the air units were, therefors,

:;mal communications, since often the air units and formations,of

:33sity, had to be located in areas which had permanent signal comv;

«taations which were entirely wrongly laid out for the conduct of

3 “attie. Sketch 4 shows the dispositicﬁ of thé aircraft at ke
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reginning of the operation, (Not included 3in the translation - can
& found on page 27 of the original.)
It is to be noted that such a disposition gave the commanders
tire aly armles the capability to concentrate a relatively le
~anber of aircraft on the necessary sectors of the fromt withous
‘olocating the units. Thus the formations of the 2nd. air Army 2nd o
p: 3rd. Jdixed Air Corps could operate in the directiom of the main
ivust of the 6th. and the ist. Guards armfes; in the sector of tzs
#%. CGuards army the 1lst. iixed Air Corps and the 282nd. Fhghbdw
wrsion, and in fromt of the 5th, Taﬁk Army the 232mnd. and 28&:h,
Lzivber Jivisions,
At: the beginningof the operation not all the air wmits had
cated on the airfieclds designated to them. For exawmple, the 847th,
wber degiment (of the 2nd. Alr Army) could not move to the
wlield "Progrege” (16 ki the i Yerkh.ilamon) to whieh it
weern assigned since the airfield was nbt ready & the begirring
e operction. FPorts of the 3xrd. ixed Air Corps of the 17¢h.
irmy a3 has already been stated, couid not conmplste ite ccn-
vivation by the start of the operation,
vite the difficulties in locating the aircraft and the zbov:
ned failure to complete the plan of concentration, the nsoizn
the 2ir force was fairly c¢l se to the troops it was to
~ert,, The distance of the combat airfields f:om the troops vas
Jollows: for the fighters and night bombers 20 to 40 km, for ibe
~sund attack 30 to 50 kms, and for the bombers 80 to 120 kms.
ig necesscry to remark that joint lceation of fighter wnid
ttack aireraft had been éhvisioned on several airfields {(th«
Corps and the 282nd. Fighter Division) in ordex to
~2ilitate joint caction,
In order to facilitate the timely preparation of the airficic
v~ the relocation of the circraft, special reconnaisance elements

the airfield construction units had been seat out,

INTELLIGENCE
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Thess detzschments were to follow the second echelon of the

wizy 22

A TR = ..
and were to reconnoitre the a f{elds evacuated by

AT R AR

| locations which were suitable for the construction of
elds and girstrips..
The tasks of the air formations, cooperatiepg with the grouiil
sces, were set for the commanders of the air armies and the details

hed out with the commanders of the ground armies. In addition,

2 e
L NT

e commanders of the air corps and air divisions took part in
eparation of the planning of the cooperation between the two.

The direction of the supporting air formations was arrange’ 23

o
(]
,: the headquarters of the 2nd. sir Army was jocated in tia

ato vicinity of the command post of the 6th. army {in the
2rkhnaya G'nilusha). An auxiliary command post (VPU) uas

1a

shieh was mmnned by an onerctional group commanded by b=

\4its which had been placed in immedliate support of the grownc
Ccnes (bhe 205th. fighter and the 227th. ground attack divisiona; .
Llar provided laid line as well as radio communication witi o
corsations from the auxiliary command post. But the radlo soos
ined f£or the auxiliary ccmmand post did not arrive in time 3T
ceginning of the operation and the remaining means of commuT -

{arg were cntirely insufficient and the control of the aix it

113 was erntirely iipossible. As a result,the headcuarters of she
13, air Arwy had to undertake the direction of the air formaticns
‘yich were under direct control of the ground troopss but ite <l
a3 of communication with the &th. Army was via the awxilia~;
saand post., It is obvious that such method of control did not

:ave cimely support of the ground troops during the course ¥
<o operation.

Control was much better organized in tho 17th. Air Army. -

-2 start of the opefation an auxiliary command post for the car-
snder of the 17th. Alr Army was organized near the headcuartoers ef

PR

2 comrender of the South - Westernm ¥ront (in the town of kalach!. '

134 DISSEMINATION FORM FOR INTELLIGENCE TRANSIATION
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post had laid line and radio communication

i
“he auxiliary command %
£h the headuuarters of the air army and of the 3rd. Jdared Alr uoww:
4 %t nad zn operational group composed of the following: the de~ 5
ief of staff, the deputy chief of the operational section,
o officers of the operational section, the assistant chief of ths
cnnaisance section and the assistant chief signal officer.
The comaonders of the air corps and divisions, having direct
nications with their owm units and the heed uarters o the
iir Army were located directly in the command posts oi the

sund uvnits from vwienc the nctivities of their wroom:

many instonces, as rifle, tani: end mechanized forces were opo-
:n- in the maln direction,; there were seen officers of the «iv
-#ff vith their xradio sets who ensured cooperation.
directicn of the air formatlons, exclusive of the 3rd,
was achieved by the Bir Army Commander via his head-
ch an organization of the direction mede it possiblz
ently quickly to all changes in the situation &

strength to the right locztion as re uirad.

IR ACTION IN THE PREPARA “URY_PHASE

ory phase of in attaei. by the troops of vthe siuti
covared the reriod from the 3rd. to the 1l5th. o
that period the 2nd. and 17th. .ir sArmies were
taskse
reoconnaisance for the i1mminent operation, to
s oncmy's dcfended area on the right shore of the Jon,

rorient and direction of his oper(tional regerves to

disrupt the movement of troops and meteriazl supplies ol

iineg on ihe sectors ., antemirovka - Likhaya and Likhsya

sstroy eneny airéraft on the airfields Millerovo, Stax-~

. amensk, 3kosyrskaya, Tatsinsk, and Chernushkovsk.

FORM FOR INTELLIGENCE TRANSLATION
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~ to cover the concentration of our own gréuhd troops in the
2reas Osetrove, Bycholk, Zamost’yééﬁpéﬁﬁﬁ;Afﬂj;gand 8blivskaya.

- cooperation with the ground forces of tﬂé*sth. Tank Army in
e fulfillment of its tasks. 4

~ Lo rrevent the movenent of enemy resevrves to the fromt line.

Considering the relatively small aumber ¢of aircraft and ths
Zovorable meteorclogical conditions these tasks have to be consiﬂJ
s:+e6 rather high., In actual fact the air force we3 more or less
“le to compliete its reconnaisance tasks and the civerage of the
~oncentration of our own troops. Those tasks, such as the disruptiion
D r3il traffic and the destruction of enemy aircraft, although shes
e contained in the commander's orders, could not be “ulfilled due
Lzck of strengthe
Hpbuo the beginning of the operatior enemy aircraft wes now
¥ active. In the area of the lst. Guards and 6th. Tank Ariles,
w2 Jermans limited thcouselves to alr reconnalsance of the corcon-
-tion a2reas of cur troops and our airficlds. The only zir stri.eu
racher weak ones delivered at railway stations in the rail
-swIr ialovaya ard . alach, In an attempt to disrupt rail traffic
:n oxtended period, the enemy concentrated om relatively in-
i wive attacks on railway stations. Only rarely did the encmy
2ol concentrations of our troops.
I the ieft flank of the front, in the area of the 3rd. Giards i

S

ithe Tank Armies, the enemy airforce was much more active. Znemy:

sonnzisance aireraft penetrated to s depth of 150 to 200 ikma; iz f
phters ccnstantly covered their own troops in the areas Nizrnewcn;{
Tormosin, as well as the railway Likhaya - .iorozovsk-Obliv- L
ava and his bombers operated actively against our trocops 1im :he
.3 Surovikine - Sviridovsk (12 km south-east of Surovikino). Tho
-ongest air action against our troops in that area occurred ca the
%, to the 10th. to the 12th. of lJecember, l9&?, reaching betwacn

icta

;3C‘and 300 plane flights daily.

13A " DISSEMINATION FORM FOR INTELLGENCE
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Our sir force started its combat activities in connection with

i
%
H
;

;¢ operation only from the 3th. of December, 1942, Up to that dat3;
meteorological conditions prevented air activity. The encmy aix
could not operate in that period, elther,

From the 8th., to the 15th. of December, 1942, despite poor

. ssther conditions, aircraft of the 17th. and 2nd. Alr Armies flew

- 2543 nissions, of these:

flights were eneny Wroop reconnaisancee
attacts on railroads and train:.
his were attacks on enemy airfields,
lights were made to cover our own troops, an. Lo COVEX
ground atback and bomber nissions.
fiights were made against cneny troops on tie rattlefield,;

of these 230 belng night flighte.

srom these figures it can be seen that our air activity woe
roantrated on providing air cover for our-troops on the grourd &k
rv ibtacks on eneny troops in the battle:area. The greater punber
i hese missions were flown in front of the left~flanking atm aize
“he Sth, Tomk and 3rd. Guards) where our ground .troops uere maTe
_t7+ve cnd vhere enemy activity was greater.
The reater number of missions (1151) were flown by the air-
{ ihe 17th. sir Army, which, in cooperation with the 5th.
~f the South ~ifestern iront, 4nflicted serious 1 sses O
sccording to the records of the headquarters of the 17%h:
366 missions were flomm in the period from the 8th. to
of December. Through these missions the following were

sssroyed: about 4O tanks; 13 field and 34 anti-zircraft guns; up

_o 300 automobiles; 60 vchicles; an ammunition depot; as well =8 2

arge number of cnemy personnel, In addition, fighter zircraft en-

saged in 62 air battles in which 27 enemy planes were destroysde.

On the rigit flank of the front (in front of the 6th. ané lst.

3gards .irmies) there was only limited action by our aircraft. The

i3A DISSEMINATION FORM FCH!Ibﬂﬁlﬂﬁﬂﬂ%CE'!RA*EQJNHCRi
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:.ehter planes‘by patrollzng in the air and on bhe airfields coBerad

h2 comcentration of our Lroops 1t8ﬂ&ﬁﬁ£;f‘?' ginica, OL'khovatke

ﬂb’\

1 west of Verkh, Mamon), Verkh. dnllusha, hLzh.mamon, Zamost'yve.
szorelov {8~12 km south of '~ “etropavlovk); the night bSmbers exbiausi
enenmy troops in the direction of our main-uhrust in the area
sbinskiy, Dubovikovka ( 15 to 30 km east of Yove: alitva).
in the -reparatory phase air reconnaisance by the 2nd. and 17the
-~ apemics covered fully the whole system of the 2nemy's defenced '
.3 photographed the main defended area on the right shore of thc
_yezs bon and Chir in the sector from Rossosh to iizhme-Chirskeya
& depth of between 12 and 15 km, Besides that, photo recce wes

s undertaken of the areas of concentration ol resevves and of ;

many airfields in Kantemirovka, Millercvo, Tatsimst an Morczovss

+ir reconnaisance covering the location of ‘he enemy's hesvy
p-nional reserves opposite our fromt establishel that -here vere
rrepared defences in the enemy's operational depth. {t hasg to be
~e” thas air reconnaisance was good and the ground ccmmand sarped

tsited information for the plan for the breakthrough of \nhe

3 2 fanded area.

sportunity to deliver great strikes on the airfields of iilleri€
‘at sinsik, Chernishovsk, during the time that a large nunber of .
wyero concentrated on those sirficlds, By attacks on the
sn air battles about 120 enemy aircraft sere destruvred,
+aoae tasia which had been assigned to the air command, Lhe
~ruption of rail traffic had been the least sutcessful. On :hi~§
~tans task only 38 missions had been flovm and most of thase ?ti
But it is understandable that with the availiblie forces, eve
—ost favorable circumstances, it would hav: been impossih@é
. rail communications.

ATR ACTION DURING THE OFE.ATION

Juring ths whole period of the operation {from the 16th. to the

of sscember, ;9&2\ weather oonditions were noe favor"b’e to |}
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action. In that period the 17th. .ir Army could fly only on texn

=)

and seven nights, and the 2nd. air Army only on six days znd

_“ht nights. The weather was particularly bad durlng the initisl
of the operation. Up till the 19th. of Deceumber there vas

sevy fog, and from the 20th. to the 24th. of December to the fog
.5 zdded low ceilings and snow vhich prevented all air activity-
Thus, drring the whole oéeration, and rarticularly inm the p
4he more or less bitter fighting of the ground troops (from ©

“i.h, to the Z4th. of Jecember) air action was sporadic and lim

zcecount of metecrological conditions,

in the Period of the Breaikthrough of the Znemy cefenisd

Area

£ the nisht ‘o thce Léth. of Jccember, as +ell as during
tiery prepavztion and during ihe attack of the troops of thei
«nd 3rd, Guards .rmies our air force cou:d not orersgna
of heavy fog.
mround forces started the attack after the artillery pre-
a2t 0930 hours on the 16th. of December without alr sur)How®
avn avietion and in the absence of enemy air activity.
sur trocps encountered heavy fire concentrations ané ene:n

intor sttacks and were therefore not successful., Only the 6th.

.+ in the direction of 1ts ma thrust was able to bmeak thrown
cnemy Jdefences and by the end of the day had advanced a disu:
“iom 2 o 3 ks, The lst. Guards Army was atle tc penetrats vie
:ry defences in isclated seccofs but the 3rd. Guards army was =Dh.s

~ sdvance only a few hundred meters in the direction of its maln

Tuste

in the middle of the day the weather 1mproved over the ares of
z 6th., and 1lst. Guards Armies and made some air action possibic.
Relatively intensive air action took place 1n the area of the

-.ci: of tke 1lst. Guards ﬁrmy. There the 3xd. iixed Air Corps {iew

©% missioms with ground attack aireraft in a’ short period. The air

13A DISSEMINATION FE§§%§§§%%2331UGHEQCE‘TRAQHHJNHC&!
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. rikes wers delivered with the aim_n£hgyx§a ﬂing enemy fire posit-
2s and their centers of resistance in the dlrecpgon of the mairn
cnt by our bLroops im the area G'adyuch'ye and Filinovo as wall

~o intercept the movement of reserves from the areas Tverdokhleb
‘snewskoye, Boguchar. Attacking theAd troops on the battlefieid
nfighters and the reserves which were being moved Torward with
~oers, 10 tanks and 45 vehlicles were destroyed, and ike fire of
ceral artillery battalions was subdued. This was of coisideratble i

tu to the advancing troops of the lst. Guards armye.

Joint action by ground forces of the 6th. and. 3rd. Cuaris aAraies

ir tro.ps during the first day was insignificant. The Znc, air
sy, supporting the 6th. irmy, flew only 68 missions, of these 50
e directed against the enemy troop concentrations in the areas
Lunovke ond Tverdokhleb and for the suppression of enemy ertill.ary
ions on the battlefield areas Nov.Kalitva, Derezovks, . e Sne~iih
smiovoye; 9 missicns were flown to cover our troops and 9 wers re-
noisance flights. In the zone of the 3rd. Guards Army airerait uf
s lut. .ixed air Corps flow only 31 missions attac:ing eneny i;
. .ps in the areas Bokovshk, Vislogubov, and Rrashilin.
The ilow activity in the sectors of the Oth. and 3rd. Guards
.23 -ze nob entirely due to bad weather but also to poor dirzctic
-4 hesdouarters. This was particularly tree in the 2nd. Air Aﬂﬁujg
.~ orst example was that the 17th. Tenlk Corps was without air
.27 Tert he entire day while the 867th. Fighter Division was ia~
~.ise because the airfield "Frogress” was not yet readyo.
znemy aircraft did not seriously oppose our advanc¢e because
fog ana the low celling over their airfields, During the day

\scrnzoisance flights by single enemy aircraft were observed and :

was cnly one instance when a group of bombers (15 aircraft) ;
ied to attack troops of the lst, Guards :rmy, but this attack was .
ispersed by our fighters. During the vhole day only 61 enecmy fligh”‘

erved. Our fighters became involved in three air batties znk
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15.

“iich ome Me 109 was destroyeda
Despite the bad weather the 221st,. Bomber Division delivered
~ttack on the airfields of Tatsinsk and ..orozovsk where sbort
nemy aircraft (Yu-88 and Yu~52) were destroyeds
in the following days the attack by our ground forces was nore

-ceessful. Oespite the dtermined resistance of the enemy, by the ex

e vl

the 17th. of Jecember the forward defences in the direction cf uis
:iy. thrusts of the 6th, and lst. Guards.Armies had been pierced
.~ on the 18th. of Secemeber Lhe gase was achiaved by the 3rd.
srds Army. On tho 19th. of Dacember began the pursuit of the
cwy asong the entire front.
in this period the aircraft of the 2nd; and 17th. Aixr Armics
coratod significantly with the ground troops. %t has Fo be note
shiie in the first few days our air force cou d cooperzte il
esting eay enemy 2ir opposition (because of bac weather pme~
iing over their airfieLds) during +he follou1ug d:ys cnemy OPE—
tiom in the air increased considerably._Our air foice did nct
have Lo deal with the cnemy sircraft which were badned opposite
Caubh ~Uestern Front but also with a number of fight:v detach-
which were teing sent up from a southerly directiors
sircraft was nore ﬂctive'on the 17th. of Decumber
- +hat day 517 enemy flights were counted by our troops - “hich
the same naumber as ours (577). The approximately ev'a SLAA
. of ours anc the enewy's diefSocee made the work of
difficult with the result that in the 2nd.
ixed Air Corps the ground attack aircraft
completely because of its lack of fighter cover.
13ee thot several detachments of ground attack end bomber plaic
ng strong enemy opposition, had to retura without fulfilling

Leir missionse.

iIn the followving days eneny ai.r activity diminished considerabif;

rrery daye. Thus on the 18th. of December only 3L3 flxghts were

-santed and on the 19th. of December only 279.
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Just as it had been observeqﬁaur,ggéfheapreparatory period,
EWY air activity was much greater opposite‘* 1e left-flaaflng
rde Gu ﬁrds and 5th. Tank Armies)}. This carn be erp alned by the
cemy's attempt to hold the defended boundary clospst to his ea-
reled forces in Stalingrad at all costs. .ith the loss of the
ver Chir iine, the enemy lost the capability to relieve the an-
relaed Faulus group at Stalingrad with the northern grouping which
nad assembled for that purpose. This also lowered his capability
sapply the encircled troops by air,
Beginning with the 17th. of December and till the 20th. inclus-~:
aireraft covered their ground troops while graups;
: o 20 bombers zttacked our advancing ground forces.
ineuy alr activity was of much lesser intensity oppcsite the
sute of the 6th. and lst. Guards 4rmies, but during e dzcisire
isle periods the cnemy was able to assemble a large numder of
3 2ft which made the tas: of our advancing very diffiewiw, Thus,

~wemple, during vhe second half of the 17th., of December, uremy

‘e groups of a strength of 2 to 10 aircraft, coveral by fipgbters

toted serious losses on the troops of the 6th. Army
i%th. of Dacember, when the materials !
rke began Lo be brought forward, enemy o
oops cf the 1lst., Guards rmy on the fielad
the rear, and prevented the forward movement
metexials,
activity of our air force was conducted under condit-
resistance br the enemy, re-uiring the continuois
ground attack aireraft and bombers by fighters.
snall number of our fighter airecraft, as well a3 she ico-
units {and formations) at the disposal of the commancer |
++3 17%h. ir Army for reinforcing individual sectors of the ~row
= che cnemy the opporbunity to qonceptrateisuperiqr forces in the ;
=sired di&ecticn. ) h :

Thus, for sxample, on the 18th. of Docenber, in the zone of th
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Guards rmy, on account of a deficiéhcy of fighters and the
nuous attack of the ground forces, b enexny bombers in the

of ‘'verdokhleb (20 km south of Verkh. fiamon), the commander

TEE——————tEL

he 3pd. (HMxed iir Corps was forced to employ ground attack alyr-:
~aft (Ii-2) to provide air ccver for the battlefield. The utiliz~

~ion of zround attack aircraft for providing air cover at a nuﬂgn»:

o

1000 vo 1500 meters to disperse enery bomber groups vorked fairwﬁ

suecessafully at the beginning. But after two hours of such pat-

51iing, dDy our ground attack aircraft, the énemy sent in fightersgé

wring the resulting battles, our ground attack sircrafc suffered
;srious losses (8 Tl=2).
with the aim of achieving control of the alr (besides ths
ssles of our fighters with enemy aircraft on vhe field of battlel.
Bomber, and the 262nd. and 208th, Night Bomber pivisions
under the direct control of the commander of the ALY
54 missions (of.these 21 during the night) against th:e
¢rodromes Millerovo, Tatsinsk, rbrozoveﬂ, Evstratovsk. ubouﬁi
were d:stroyed in the.2 raide. In additiom our fighters.
(5 air batties in which 33 enemy r._5.r-cz'af1'. were shot douite
cpive tvhe strong eacny 2ir oppﬁeition and the bad met.eorol-
;ical comditions, yhich mzde flying imﬁbssible for long periods ol
.. oh day, our air force was very actives in the first five days cf
¢ attack 1660 missions were flown in the day and 407 st nighi-
- = abovs § missions for every serviceable airerafte.
. orchy of mcte is the great difference in the numbers and
- issions flowm im the sectors of the different armies despive o
pproximately eaual numbers of types'of ajireraft in each, Thus, in ¢
e gone of the 1zt. Guards Army, only 313 missions were fiown. vhil~
in the sector of the 3rd. Guards ATIY 731 missions were flovm. 1%
. 5180 necessary ©o mention thax in the 1st. .ilxed Air Corps, and

in the 282nd. Fighter Division each serviceable aireraft flew Dde-=

<-;eem 6 to 10 missions in the period from the 16th. to the 20th.
47 December, while im the 3rd. il ed Air Corps, the corresponding
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iigure was 2.5 missions on the averages Such a jow figure for the
e: '._~’: e g : -
t5le activity in the 3rd. s xed AE an be explained by ths

siiure to use fighters to cover ground attack and bomber aircra
ac. of repair faciiities on the airfields and the lack of POL.
.ddition this condition was aggravated by the lack of techniczl
nersonnels
As it can be seen, because of meteorological conditions aid T
_imited number of aircraft, our -ir force was only sble to fulfil
1 portion of its assignment.
Oniy one of the tasiis - cooperation with the ground troops
Jurins the breakthrough of the enemy dfefence line - was accomplishie
sfastborily. Conducting a large number (over 1200). direct atioci
snemy on the field of battle halped our ground forces cca-
bly. There were many clear examplas cf our air force disiuph-
the eneny's plans and thereby assisting our ground trocps.
4t D720 hours on the 20th. of Dccember a report was recalived
~he command post of the 5th. Tank Army of an enemy assembly
- nvea Verkhne -~ Aksenovskiy, Nizhne - Solonovskiy (20 to 30 rw

th-west of Yuzhne-Chirskayal. A reconnaisance patrol comnsicsting
~ Yake? cireraft which had been sent out by the commander <i il

-2zpnd. Pighter Division established by 0800 hours that about T
30 vehicles, and a large number of enemy infantry hed sosent

in that area.
en 0800 hours and until 1400 hours, starting i

“rom the sommaad post of the 5th. Tank Army, five groups of greuns
sstack aircraft consisting of 4 to 5 planes wach, covered by L7

Y- 7-bYs, were despatched to that area. They delivered effective
ciriies. Setween 1500 hours and 1530 hours, that is, $mmediately
crior to the attack of our ground forces in that area, = triice by

_arge anumber of ground attack and fighter aircraft was d livered. |

.5 a result,of the toordination of time and place of the air aetion |

.i.4h the attack of our ground troops, the area Nighne-Solonovsiiy

+as taken with few losses.
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On the 20th. of December, the enemy concentrated about af reg-
“nent of infantry for a counter attack in the area south of Ncw.iie:ﬁ--"f
ipsa {4 km west of Nov.halitvae). Thanks to an attack by aircraft of

.o 2nd. 2ir Army, lasting for two hours, the enemy infantry su fe&'«t

It has to be wmentioned that the presence of the comuandersof
o air fornations at the command posts éf the ground force formati:a
ions considerably improved joint action between the services on
- field of batble. i serious weakness was the poor manner in vihich
ound troops detailed their positions. Our aircraft fiecuently nad
- vraste time in finding the locétion of our trocps before attaciing
‘reidents occurred vhen our air foree, not being able to locate our
cond troops accurately, delivered their strikes 10 to 15 km avay
desired target.
= most, intencive alr actionvduring.the whole period took pizd:
she zone of the 3»d., tuards Afmy. Desp;te the stirong enemy air
spesition in this sector, the fighter gircraft of the lst, liixed
(orpa wzre zble to provide air cover fof'our troops throughout
whols oporationg and the ac;ivit§ of the ground attatk airerail
+ ngsistance to the ground troops in the direction ci ths
~. Ir the whole period from the létﬁ. to the 20th. of
ceariber. 381 covering missions were flown’by the fighters and 2322
z=ions ogainst the enemy in the fisld of battle were flovm by the
cund atback aireraft, air action on the.field of battle accountec
.z thne destruction of up to 30 tanks, 50 gugs, 2 amnmunition lepets,
‘ry motor vehicles, transports, end personﬁel of the ere ny. “he
“.ghiers conducted 25 air battles in whieh 21 enemy aircraft werec
s:eroyedo ) )
Juring the first phase of the oéeration, the air force tas zbig
.rrough its night ond day attacks, to disoppt the enemy's work of
4¢ paar services and the forward movement of reserves. These tusks

-sre fulfilled by the limited foreces under the direct control of wul

smmand of the i7th. air Army (the 221st. Bomber and units of the
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262 Night Bomber Divisions). These forces. besides striking at the gé

@memy's airxields, dealt severa'j > oL ,f av. the ra ilvay sthtze

:ong Gllubokaya, Millerovo, and t the enemy reserves in the areas
:ilerovo, . amenka, and Kashary. k

The shortzge of szireraft during the attack neverthbless yaov‘u
< pnificant, Thus, on the 18ph. of Jecember our reconnaisance ob~
served a large Torward movement of enemy reserves by road and aloxg
‘he rail lines Rossosh' - Mitrofanovka, . antemirovka - Kamensk
telokalitvenskaya & Chernishkovskiy. Caly the general shortage of
~ircraft prevented the delivery of a powerful strike at these vaitl

(voments. The insbility of our air force to disrupt the rail move-

wont enebled the enemy to move two fresh infantry diéisions into ok

.ecmor of the 6th. army of the Voromezh Kront a8 well as to move Te-

~srves opposite the left flank of the South-i/estern front in time %«

onpese the attack of the 5th, Tank .2my.
The activity of the night bombers, who utilized liberally
rexy opportunity for action, had a consid rable !nfluer e on the
e of the battle. In every one of the long winter nLghts cvhay
.- 3 or i missions, In the night of the 16th. te tke 17th, of
‘woowber a group of the 3 70th. Night Bomber Regimenﬁ {16 u=2
ft}, orersting in the zone of the 1st. Guards Army, ilew &%
\izsions, that is, 5 to 6 flights for every serviceable alrcrafi.
Ths sood results and the high effectiveness of the aircorais
the result of good organization of its operational wa
Night Bomber Regiment., As is correct, they operatai
sa adr strdps 5 to 15 kms behind the f-ont line, The Regimentai
Sommander, after receiving his orders from the commander of the
i /ohe Air Army, flew to the commander of the air force unit, con-
cirmed the targets with him, and then isaued his orders to his
*Light personnel,

Each airstrip sent out 2 rost ecuipped with signal rocxetq

.or torches) and connected directly by telephone with the airskips.

F———— R Y
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ne flight personnel knew the exact location of each of these out-
sosts, as well as the distance and dirsction of the target Eroum
where.

Each cutpost was informed immediately of the departure of & %
fiight and started to give signals to asslst the aircraft in find-
ing the target. The flight from the outpost to the target was de-
termined by time and course of flight. The pnext flight did not de-
wart until the post reported the return of the first omne.

It is necessary Lo remark that the poorly orgenized signal
cystem between the auxiliary command posts of the 2nd. Alr Army
=nd thelr air units supporting the 5round troop: of the 6é6th. army,
soriously detracted from the éffectiveness of thelr activity durin:

vao First few days of the attack. In actual fact the auxilisry com-

aund posths tumed into relay stations for the staff of the 2nd. 4k
wy. in practice this resulted in the delay of trans:sdttance of
crders and of the departure of flighta.iThus on the second dayv cf

~ne operction, eneny aircraft discovered our tanzs in the area cof

o P TR ST

;evih. Mamon, and started to bomb these heavily. Secause =f lagk
+¢ commmpications, timely aircover for these troops was No: p-o~

sided, although enough fighters for the task were available,

o o e

Rosides that, the air units and formetions were not fam.ilar
with the ground sizustion. as a result of this daily opevaticrs [
+c be atarted by a reconnaisance of the position of the ground
LTO0PEe |

AIR FORCE ACTION IN THE PERIOD OF THE PURSUIT

During the first few days of the pursult {from the 2lst. %o
the 24th. of December) the air force could not operate because Z

~

bad weather (fog, snowfall, low ce;ling). An exception was the 2l:vi

of Docember when 52 missions were flown (rocomnailsance and attacis |

on the withdraving enemy). Thus our ground forces operated withour §

air support till the 25th. of December, 1942.
The enemy air force, having suffered serious losses in the

first phase of the ope.ation, and fcrced to re-locate on rear

13A DISSEMINATION FORM FOR mmmmsumou
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1rfields, also reauced its activ1ty. They did not £ly over 200 to
250 vq:n.ssions daily mainly agal ‘-,:_ b s inn “‘mechanized troops

the arez Millerovo - S&psyrskaya, Tatsinsk, Morozovsk Milyw

iasi

, and Phernishkovs“. On several days enemy air activity aga;nSQE

sur mobile t.roops was heavier.

Beginning with the '25th. of Decemeber and till the end of the
operation, our air force operated days and nights with deterﬁzﬂcu&'ﬁ
its main tasks, in that period, were cooperation with the grown<
forees and provision of air covers Our air force fulfilled these
uas-s mainly in connectiomnr with the all-arms format.ionso The tank
and mechenized corps, having broken through towards the end of the
2hth. of December, were fighting with enemy units in the area
villerove, Milyutinsk, and Tatsinsk, that is, 200 to 250 km £rom
cu- 2ir bases. As a result of the great distance separating ou”
sirfields from the mobile troops, and the obscure situation in the
2ras of operation of the tank and mechanized corps, these hed to
sperate of necessity without the help of our air force.

setion by our air force agaiast ei:my troops'during the rur-~
it was of me h lower imtensity than in the first phase of tha=
operation. Of the 2750 missions flown in the 10 days of the yuxo
suie (£ om the 21st., to the 3lst. of December) 1942) only 830
issions were flown agalnst enemy Lroops. Particular objects of
sthack were assemblies of enery troops and columns of vithdrawing
cnomy soldierss '

Iz has to be noted that cooperation between the air force and
+5: ground forces on the field of battle during the pursuit was pcwf
“his was caused by the absence of necessary signal commmications !
satreen the two forces, poor information concerning their positionsE
riven by the ground Corces and tle careless work of the air force
~gpresentatives stationed at the ground force command posts. Fref

nently the action by the cir force was conducted without any tact-

ical signal connection +ith the ground foreces.

The enemy, after our forces had broken through his defences,

13A Dﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬁﬂ(ﬁiE(Hﬂﬂl*ﬂiﬁiﬂﬂl!ﬂﬁ@CE'HUUQSUNHC”*
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pegan to throw significant forces into the area of Tatsinsk and
_orozovsk f om sossosh’ and Vorosbilovgrad, On the 25th. of December|
sur reconnaisance by air noted heavy rail movements along the lines :
Ostrogoshsk - Valynki and likhaya * Taﬁsinsk, %
From this time more or less intensive & ound-the-clock action
was started by the 2nd. and 17th. air Arnies in order to disrupt
~he rail moveient in the period from the 25th. to the 28th. of Jec- H
amper, During th at period over L50 misaionx were flown (7 0% of thes&%

a¢ aight)} onr railway stations and schelons in the sectors nosscsht,

Pcdgornoye, Ostrogozhsk - Valuyki, and Likhaya * Tatsinsk. Cur air E
i

sotion was not able to stop all rail movemcnt but it was able to
raduce its speed considerably. This had atbeneficial effect on ths
setivities of our troops.

During the course of the operation considerable work had been
ione on the airficlds in the territory libercted from the Germans.

e reconnzisance detachments sent out by she airfield construction |

b

i

vpics, following after the 2md. echelon of our adva cing troops.
tonnd 62 placos vhich were suitable for the constructiow of airfiel*é
:nd the airfield const;uction units inspected 35 partially and z2C
repared, ready for service, airfields. This made the ~cloc-
the air units possible by the 26th, of December; in lee-

.tions immediately adjecent to the ground troops.

CONCI,USION
Despite the bad meteorological conditions and the shortage
of aireraft, the avaition of the 17th, end 2nd. air Armées, thenis i
to determined fignting in the - intry veather, was of considerable
nacistance te the ground troops during the breakthrough ofi the
onemy Gefended zone, during the actioa in the depth of the defenced |
i

as well as the advance on the railroad line Likhaya, Tatsinsi, Moré~i

ZOVSKe«

In the period of the operation our alr force conducted unceas-

ing reconnaisance of the battlefield and the surrounding areas, pro-

O
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vided air cover for our own troops, destroyed snemy personnel oa
{hé battlefield, delivered ma,nyi;' e et W airfielda and dise
rupted the forward movement of his oherational reserves.

in the periocd from the 16th. to tae 31st. of Jecember, 1942,

our air force flew 4824 missions, wvhich were dist#lbuted as follewz:f

Lask 17th. air Army 2nd. sir \rmy Total
ation ageinst 1589 557 2156
nony geound troops

Pegviding air cover 1315
e ground troops o
Lscorting ground attack

cad bombers.

»ikes against

vortlelds

Skl

291 118

3672 1152
es2. by night 477 775

From the above table it can be seen that tho greatest nuviou:
wissions were flown against enemy ground troops and to proviie
cover for our troops. These were the most important tasks snd

efforts of the 17th, and 2nd. iir Armies were concentratsed on

Operating throughout the whole operation under difficult met~

»srologicel conditions, in the face of enemy anti-aircraft artiller

ire and of enemy fighters in the d r, our air force inflicted beav: :
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ilosses on enemy equipment and personnel. According to the records
of the headcuarters of the 17th. and sad. Alr Armies, during the
spsration the following were‘destroyed or made unserviceable :
100 tanks, 150 guns of variocus calibre, 30 armored vehicles, 15
Sepots of PO. and ammunition, a large number of motor wehicles,
snd enemy personnel. In addition, the fighters conducted over 200
~srial battles in which 95 enemy aircrafc were shot down and ik

d-mageds

Because of the shortage of aircraft our eir force was waable

. {ulfil 211 the tasks deanded on a front of four armies, for
“hat, reason such important tasks as the destruction of enemy air-
sraft on the airficlds, the disruption of rail traffic etc., re=
setved rolatively 1ittle attention. an inorease in the activity in
chese fields would have had to be nade at the cout of reducing the
~{iort ageinst the enemy troops on the battlefielis and this was
sot permissible, It has to be noted that, due to tae good recennie
:taznce conducted by the air force, the strikes on targess beyonad
“ve airficids were most effective. Thus, for oxample, according to
»he vrocords of the head uarters of .the aur armles, in the period
{vom the 3rd. vo the 3lst. of December, 1942, in 417 nissions flown i
: ainst alrficlds 180 enemy aireraft werse dAestrayed.

The relatively small (in relation to the .-hole attack) eneny
sumeriority in aircraft and the maln concentrations of nis strengt;'
on She left flank of our adveneing troops created some difficultiac-
{ onstant air cover for our ground troopse was re: ulred &s well ss
escorts for our ground attack ahd bombers with a clearly unfavorable
ratio of fighters to other aircreft {at the beginning of the oper=

ation there were four tim:s as many ground attack and bomber 2ir~

craft as fighters). Under these circumstances, the decision »y the

£ e oA T P————EE U

st - e biba AR T e

command of the 17th. Air Army to supfort the left flank {the 3rd.
suarde and Sth. Tank Army) with the formations having a larger

1 i AP o A TR

narcentage of fighters, was correct. This made for more adecuate

A AR S
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air cover of zZround troops of the'left wing possible,
The successful action of &ﬁré? at¥on”™ ;the battlefield during

|
-

~he breaktinrough of the defend 4 zone was, ‘to a: great degree, made
ssible by the presgence of the air commenders at ‘the ground [
command posts. Thanks to this arrangomant, coordinated action Te-
Lweon the units of the 1l7th. Air Army ahd the ground forces was
satisfactory, in the direction of the main turust duwring the  irsc
~hase of the attack. The geratest'weakness in obtaiving joint acticrﬁ
‘25 the faet that the ground troops wéﬁe weak in giving accurate
information concerning their actual dispositions during the ba otle.
Ihis reduced considerably the effectiveness of tha air fceece.
The described operation shows of what trenendouq impoitance
the organization of a good systen of commurication, particulzvly
of radio, with air force formations (and units) is in the concust
~f a battle, The coordination as planned by the staff of the 2nro.
Lir Army was sufficiently well worked out but it failed to ochiewva
. dosired result because of the lack of radio stations al th=
iliary command posts.
The following defiociencies of our air force during the course
of the operation have to be noted:
1, The fsilure of manceuvre of our aircsaft between the v:rin:?
cectors of the front which resulted in an almost equcl dispersiag
a5 our air force between four advencing armies. The air formatinons.
faught only im the sectors of the armies tC which they had bzen 233
Leued while the organization of control and the disposition ot the
sireraft was so organized in the 17th. Air Army that fighting in
s zones of the nelghboring armies wou.d have been pos sible.
possibility was not exploited in full measure and as a result
snemy, in a majority of instances, concentrating his sirength
narrow sectors, was £ ecuently aﬁle to achieve e.uality, and =
often, superiority, in the air. _
2. The particularly poor coordination of ground and air fOPCESf
during the pursuit of the enemy jnto his rear areas. Our alr fore
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sperated without tactical communication with our mobile forces. This

o

zave the enemy air force the opportunity vto attack our mobile force

Sthous retribution.

2
]

3, Insufficient concentrations in the attacks on enemy raii

wovements. These attacks were conducted by our alr force simultzu-~

sous)y in several dirsctions. Thuse for 2xemple, %1 the pericd frou

‘he 25th. to the 28th. of Jecember our air force atin cked the s

.4ines Rossosh? - Podgornmoye; Ostrogozhsic - Valuyki; and Likhaya -

Jabsinsk. It is obvious that zctiom by a limited number of aira aft

it Lhree separate railways did not produce uhe d sired results.
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